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THE zuTIJRE IS NO{,I

the tutute i. now. Hhat we do toe or tatl
naking the future ar srecking it

{slr Keith Hancock \re12), Discoverins Motaro. cuP, sy'tney)

I NTRODUCT ION

how Peopre oh.€ rlved
but just a6 the present was forged in the past the future is noq

li,hat ee do ower the next few decade6 wilr doterntne
the  l i ves  o f

llle c6. continue 'ith our unsustainable a.d
unfu l f i l l l ng  ray  o f  r l fe ,  o r  {e  can se t  a  course  fo r  a  we iy
d i f f€ ren t  fu tu le .

F IN,  Pro jec t  i s  about  tha t  cho ice .  I t
cha.ts a n€H courBe fo! you! Eear in nlnd that a1r
nalor changes beginnings- lh€re are only tlo
nec€ssa.y  p recond i t ions :  a  wr l r ingness  change ana l  a
fa i th  in  our  ab i l l t y  to  he lp  b r ing  i t  about .

The project ha3 three pa.t6 concerninq. NOt{; HOx ,e
can .hange; anil the goar of a STEADY STATE socIETY.

st€ady st.te Eociety we need to

dullnq the joulney tron a. u.sustainable to a suBtainable Nay of
nu6t  no t  cons t ra ln  tha t

lou te ,  I f  l t  a l l t l  the  pro6pect .  fo r  a  sus ta lna l re  ray  o f  r i fe
Houtd b€ poor tndeed, To get flon lou to then requlres a ntrtur€
o f  p ia . t i car i t y  and v ts lon  and r t r r lngneBs to
cons ider  ne ,  w.ys  and ou t looks .

one thing 16 lf xe deray funiianental reforn the
probten of achiewing it uilr becde v€ry nuch biggei. I'ie can
e l ther  s ta . t  the  r l sk  o r  never  be lng  abre  to  ge t

Living on the flo.Id s n6turar cepital has deruded @ny tnto
bellevlng that thele is no need for change, whlle others are
deternined to take adwantage of the situation tor th€ir per6o.ar

eapense of other6- at the present
po66ible to nake a! otd€rty chanqe; that ts if we nowe eith a
se.se of urgency, The arter.atlve ls having to tackre a very fruch
biggei piobren of Bldespread
cot lap .e .  anothe !  th ing  i3  ce l ta in ,  ha l f  n€asureB w i l l  .o t

lf xe care to notice, the begin.ing of this corlap6e i6 al.eady
Perhape w€ courd  up  as  a  'qu le t  c r i s is '

becaus€ nany p€ople are rot arale of hofl ta. thtn96 hawe
dete . io la ted .  s t i l l  00 .€  a re  in  der ia r  ou t  o f  3e1f  in te reBt  ana l  a

gloup feers poselress to alo anything about tt.

Any dovenent fo!.hang€ has to 6tart aon€wheie and it 13 the rast



gloup lhlch neeals to spealhead the hov€ by overconing its feellrg
of herpressness and reflnallng afrong6t this
gioup are con6ervationi6t6 qhos€ cbose! .ole in rife 16 to be
concelned about tbe ne€ds of the futu.e. Ire can nake it our job
to lot just hake peopre

and the pathuay
th€ task is the harde6t oae that cons€iwationists wilt ewet
tackre ,  pa i t l y  g rea t  ine l t ia  in  any  soc ie ty  Dut
a1€o becau6e of the fie.ce oppostio. that can be expected flon
r h o s e  w h o  s e e  t h e r !  r n t e r e G t e

Id settlng out tbe nowe iD the bellef that we can act
as a catatyst for fundanental sociar change thei€ are two naiD
benefits ue c6n espouse. The llr6t i6 the need to chang€ to awoid
d1sa6ter. The a steady state society wourd piovlate
fo r  nore  lu l f i l l i ng  {ays  o f  l i v ing  aOtua/ .

wlth regaiil to the first argwe.t re need to incrude ln oui preas
infofuation on what is rikery to happen if we do not nake
rundeental changes. Ite need to palnt Plcture or a
world approachiDg a state of collaps€ in Bhlch the riche.t
nations iaiit
longer have enbark o! a new course anal begln the
long task  o f  rehab i l l ta t lon .  i lo  th i .  by  po in t ing  to

are already evldent iD the global e.vtroment.
tle need to rrrustiate hos 1n thia 'ewe!)4cn for htrserf
situatlon of an overpopulated and ovetdewelopeal worrd the
po{erful {111 thpose an autholitaria nothing ewer 6een

with r€gard to the alternatiwe 6f a steady 6tate society He nee.l
to  s t ress  the  l l kery  benef l t s  tn  te rns  o f  what  i t  vou ld  o f fe .  fo r

creatlve liwirg ard conpare the lopact on ewely
hNan being o! the tuo options - riwing in a state of global
co l lap6e werBus l l v ing  1n  a  s teady  s ta te  €oc i€ ty .

ORCANISATIOI] OF IHE FIN FAPER

ln  the  paper  haE th ree  na in  par t6 :  a .  The Present
(NOw)  ( the  way th i .g6  are) ;  to  a  s teady  s ta te  (sou) ;
and,  c .  ou t r lne  o l  a  e teady  s ta t€  soc i€ ty .  In  eacb o f  the6e Par t6

a t lv ided iD to  sec t tona i t€a1 inq  { i th :  va lues ,
institutiona, ard consequences (€nergy, Physical eDviroment and
soc ia l  enwi roment ) .

r'iith regar.r to the ray things eoll in real life these divrsrons
are  to  a  ce l ta in  €x ten t  a . t l f i c i . r ,  the  nos t  obv lous  e*epr€
be inq  the  d tw i6 ton  be t reen va lueE and iDs t i tu t ions .

be the nean6 to the ends of our varue
5y€tetrs re alr k.o{ that the such as tho6e concerned
with the free nilitary hawe the te.dency to not

the pr€vatliDg value6 but becone sooethilg rlke
ends i! thetrselvegi deepry entrencheal ard capable of berng najo!
ob6tacre6  to  change.  s ln i la !1y ,  tbe  ins t i tu t ionG are  la r€ ly
lnat€penalant, l/lho would go ao far as to argue that business
int€r€sts h.we no undre lnfluence on govermedt and that

groups are giwen equar access?



. TEE IIAY THIXGS IXE

A1 oUR vALUEs, BEi,IEFS lxD coAls

a f tec ted  by  our  p lace  in  soc i€ ty  and to  ta rk  o f
d isgutses  the  is  a  g rea t  dear

of diffeleDce in the way people live around the globe, Howeve!,
ddminated by pouerfur westein nattons and th€ir

wa lue  6y . tehs  prevat |  There fore ,  the  fo l low ing  r i l l  be  eas i l y
recognised a3 constituting the nain featule. of the dominaDt
varue sys tds  the  way ,e  r l ve :

b€lief in progr€6s -hich is .elated to th€ iitea of
continou6 loprovenent rn naterial rlvhg 6tandards.
the viee that tn gen€.ar tern6 way oI life ls better
than that of and that toatay the Iives of the !i.h

tho6e o f  the  po6r .

ue see p.ogres6 prtnariry a3 invorvinq an
po66es3lons and lmproved

- ue tend to regard looking afte! our od individuar standard of
l r w r n g  a n d  t h a r  o f  o u r  f a n r l l e E . s  b e r n g  o f  r h e  q r e a - F s t
inpo l tan .e .  The need.  o f  the  ' Ie€€  we l l  o f f '  and  fu tu re
ganerations are vieqeat as being of less€r inportance. our

cohpetitive creed is a Porerful
e l@ent  o f  the  cu l tu re ,  l {e  th ink  re l l  o f  thoBe who are  t .y lng  to

in telns of wealth and inproved ac.e66 to
se .v ices .  Our  n6 in  ro re  noders  a .e  peop le ,hd  are ,ea l thy  and
poHer fu r  o i  success fu l  in  spor t  and the  a ! t6 ,  The €x is tence o f
rich and poor a.d advaltaged and altsadvantaqed Dations and groupG
i6  accepted  a .  a  par t  o f  the  na turar  o rder  o f  th lngs .

as  be lng  a  very  spec la l  c rea tu ie  sepa ia te  f lon
' the  env i loment '  ln . rud iDg f ro t r  o ther  I i v lng  th ings .

as  p i lnar i l y  hav lng  u t l l l ta r ian  o !
rns t rMenta l  va lue :  a .  berDg a  never  endrnq r€serwo l  o f
reaou.ces whicb w€ can use to satisfy our ewer growtng naterlal

maxlnlslng prorluction altr
consuptlon in th€ berief that we can go or expalding our
appropriatton and 9o on expardlng our popurationg
dal thetr conadptlon lte do not accept that thele

su.h growth. Econonic growth i3 the given
principar objectiwe of dew€roptrent in ewery count.y and the

of  goverment  6uccess ;

ue beriewe in our tngeruity to overcone any probr€o resulting
fron the physlcal alegraalatior of the enviloment and the
e:haus t ion  o f  !€sourc€s .  As  a  resu l t  ue  prey  dod the
e 'w i romenta l  c . i6 is  rh ich  in  rear i t y  i6  ak in  to  an  avardcne
qather tng  apeed l t  p rogresses  dom h i r l .



A2 HOU OT'R GOAIS ARE ACHIEVED (MAiN INSfITUfIONS FOR DECISION
I4A(ING ] -

-  The  p i l na ry  a l rangenen tg  (1n6 t i t u t i on6 ,  po l t c i e€ ,  a rgweDts ,
e tc )  f o !  ga in ing  ana t  f ac i l i t a t i nq  p iddu . t i on
and con6uptlon, 6o satisfying tb€ prevailllg value systes
i.cluding the con.ept of prog.es.. (see ar6o Lowe.
ln  Gord ie ,  Douqraa  and  Fu$ass  {2005) ,  and  l Je l1s  and  Connor

-  t lade  i3  on  a  g loba l  bas iE  rong i t i s tance
gooda includlng foodstuf f s;

- Because of the econonres alerlveit fron rarqe scare
proatuctio., ard of energy 5upp1y and other

popu la t ion  l i ve  i .  c i t te6 ;

pllvate capltal lncruding 6oney supptied by banks i5
and used to fDd resource deweropseDt;

-  va lue  ls  p r l ra r t ry  a  na 'ke t  cons idera t io .  a .d  Ea.ke t
econoEics detelnine lanal u6e and

terhs of gnviroMeDtat degladation ale either
ignored o !  g lven  r i t t re  we lgh t ;

-  fear  i s  e :p lo l ted  as  a  neans o f  re in fo ! . ing  and en forc ing
the donlnalt valu€ sy6teh, The pos63€5ion, threatened u6e

of  n i l l ta ty  fo rce  i6  a  na jo r  fac to r  in
ensuri.g conpltance incllding ensuiing acc€ss to
re6ource6.  Nat io45,  co tuu . i t ies  and i .d lw idua ls  6eek inq  to
res ts t  the .e  fo r .es  a lso  deverop n i r l ta ry  capab l l l t y  and
enqage in  pun i t tv€  ac t ions  lead ing

-  g loba l ,  nu l t i la te ra l  and b i - ra te rar  agreenentg  ana l
lnstrtutlons hawe been <teweroped to proviite for nole
olderry and of apprying dominant varue
systens thao force, Th.y apply to tlade, hanagenent of
re6ources ,  r tm l ta t ion  o f  n i r i ta ly  bu t ld  ups ,  pe6cefur
se t t leoent  o f  d i6pute6  and n l t lga t ion  tb rough regura t lon
of  adwerse  enwt .omenta l  e f fec ts  o t  ac t i v i t les :

-  Grosa Nat lonar  Produc t  (GNPJ varue o l  soods
p.oduced - i6 nain measure of

econoni. f,err belng;

the plrysrcal reso!..eB, cheap rabour and lorer
standalds fo. protecting the enwiloment (including
occupat ionar  hear th )  o f  the  deve lop ing  xor r i t  a !€  e :p ro i ted
by  the  deve loped wor rd  ( rndus t r la r l6ed na t lon6) ;

- argaents used by tbe developed woltd for pursuilq
econont. glorth anal plospellty arguent that
th rough the  t l i ck r€  down e f fec t  th is  { i t l  be .e f i t  the
poo. ,  inc rud tng  th€  poorer  na t rons ,  and herp  er rn lna te

deveroping nationB are not elpe.ted to be bound by the



Exceptions nade for the latter creat€ havens tor
rabour erprottatlon a^.1 pollution;

and peopre feer cut off froh
najor initiwiduar decisions b€caus€ they h.we nd say on

por l t l ca l  ayEtens  they  a1 low no cho ice  o f  an
alterratiwe to the prewailiDg value 6ystebs.

- cufuent trends incrude:

- stlenqthening of the poue! of the private sector through
! i iwat isa t ion ,  corpora t i rd t ron  and deregura t ron .  Pr tea te
one!6hlp encourages a seltlsh outlook geared to sbort
tern objectiwes anat returra- Strengthele{t bu.ine66
in te !e . ts  exer t  p ressure  in  fawour  o f  inc r€a6ed eco lon ic
aod population gio'th, lolering of enwi.odentar 6tandarat3
and weakenlng of envlrome.tar raws and po1icle6,
lncrudlng enproynent
GowelMelts a.€ troving to rate! dorn the plauing,
enwiroment and industriar rer6tionE poricies and rars

the  19?03 and 1930s;

-  g loba l  ag leene l t6  and i . s t i tu t ions  re la t ing  to
eDwiromental p.otectior a!€ being undernlned by the self-

o f  don inant  ' f l r6 t  lo r ld 'na t ions
as actions are taxen (including thlough global trade
aq.e€nents) to 6ecule naikets a.d access to

nucrear  a lsenat5 ,
F€aring attack, nations tacklnq nuclear weapols nowe to
obta in  them nakrng nucrea i  p ror r fe ra t lon  very  a l i f f t cur t  to
.ontlol except by force theleby in.leasing the ris)< of
-ar including Globar nucrear
goar6  becone

-  po l i c ies  fo !  p ro tec t i lg  na t ionar  induBt i ies  and
env i roment6  (eg  th rough ta r l f f s  o r  3ub. id ies)  a re  uDde!
a t tack  by  t rade l tbe la l i sa t ion  fo rce6,  Su.b  ar langenents

to  t lade ,  A lgbent .  to r
renoving Euch barriels include prowiitl'g inprowed acc€ss
tor  t rade f lon  dewerop ing  count r les .

- chalteDges to the curr€nt h€g€nony are inc.easlngly 6een
as requ i . iDg grea ter  6e .u i i t y  in  the  fo rn  o f  inc leag€d
por lc rng ,  n l r l ta ry  in te rve . t lon  to
estabrish favourabre .egines, puppet

aie portrated a6 being to control {eapo!6 and
algo to def€nd detroclacy, fr€€don. etc even sheie they
l in i t  se l t  de terd i ra t lon ,

-  there  rs  g lo r tng  tDteres t  a t  a l l  1eve ls  in  a l te rna t ive
enelgy systena ir lesponse to growing a,arene66 oI: a)
foa61 l  fuer  .€sources  ruun ing  ou t ;  and b)  l i ke ly
adverse  env i romenta l  e f fec t !  o f  foss i l  fuer  !€e .  u i th
.egard to b) is focusEed on crlmte change in
a say rhlch is alistractrng attention from the -ay



in ehlch €nergy-fuelled econonic gropth
adve rse  env i romen ta ]  € f fec t5 .

A 3 CONSEOUETICESAXD EFFECTS: EXERCY

- At the present of the comlttment to econoric
grortb, prlnaly eD€rgy dehand is expecteal by 60* ovei
the  ner t  25  years -

- Energy is plinalily treateal as a suppry and 6ecu.ity p.obl€6.
v lhe le  the ie  1s  a 'a rene8s o f  p rob ten8 le ta t tng  to  a  par t l cu ta !
€nergy  source  (depre t ron  or  adwerse  enwi romenta l  e f fec ts )  the
naln approa.h is to look tor a techno fr!
neet the piojected lncr€ase in denand. The assmptlon ts that the
de@.d huEt betng argued by so6e that He need to
provide base load po{er froft nucrea. eneigy {t€velopn€nt because
theie ls in6ufficiert tine to bulr.l up supply fron re.ewable
eDergy source6. Th€ con6equence i€ that the argMent then
focusses on rhicb of the - lo6sir fuer ard nuclear -

hazaritou6. The noral probr€n of bequeathing
to future g€neiations is not a najor fa.tor tn

the debate. Itterpti.g to ta.kle the lmediate inpacts asgociated
tttb fossil fuet use by nears of a carbon tar yitnout giving due
werght to the long tern radte drspo6al p.obl€ns of nuctea! enelgy
is  l l ke ry  to  f6vou!  the  ta t te .  a l te rna t iee .

- The alternative of achievtng major reductions tn denand for
energy i3 not recelvlng se.ious arthough th€r€ a.e
attefrpt6 being nade to clt u€e thlough increased effrclencles at
the individlal u6er rever. Most rene*abre en6lgy developh€rts are'add onE to energy ploductlon, not aubstltutes- cuffent
renerabre eneigy elfo.ts a.e niliscule conpalea rrth what woulal
be leeded to cut grobar carbon <tloxide revela to p.e-ildustlial
revers ,  o r ,  say ,  to  doub le  p re- lna lus t r ra r  revers ,  wht re  a t  the
Eatre tire prowidinq fo. the estinat€d increase in eoild
popu la t ion  to  9  b i l r lon  by  2050 and inereased pe !  cap i ta  ene lgy
use tn the iteweloptoq wollit.

the nowe to develop renerabre energt 6orutlon6 t6 inpeated by
the  row p i i ce  o f  the  a l te rna t ives  o f  fo66 i1  fuer
based energy, by the hiqh s€t up a.d opelatton costa (including
use o f  fossr l  fLe i  based ene '9y  a t  borh  r toges '  and by
lnsenaltivity of co&paDie6 aDd leguratois to probrens of any
adverse enwiroNental ef fects,

expor t ing  naas iwe anounts  o f  coa t i  gas ,  and
ulaniu uith no r€gaiil for the adwerse enei.om€ntar effects of
the i i  use .  lhe  idea is  tha t  th i .  i s  soneone erse ' � s  p robren.

I 4 COXSEOUENCES AND IFFECTS: OTHER ASPEC?S OF TIIE PIYSICAI

- Ou! way of life ls dependant upon non-replaceable 6tock
as  foss i l  fue ls ,  so i l s  e tc  rh ich  are  be ing  rap id ty

are arso alegradrng enviroment6 in malo.
Bays. the ealth 3 biota i5 under
naturar systens is ever i.creasing. As populatiols aDd
.onsuhption gro, forests a.e bernq cut beyond the rate of renerat



and artererl rn conposltton, being deglaaled, wate!

sedlne.ts, ecoaystetrs are being alistulbed an.l sinplified as
spec tea  and popu la t iona are  dep le ted  or  ex te rmlna ted .  F isher ies
are in itecllne ln rany place6 as a lesurt of overfighirg or

--Th6re 16 rittle gowerment revel of the iagnituile
erhaustlon and envirome4tal deg.:datlon

ard hos lncleaslng <r@ands aie likety to co.velge sid! aininlshed
6uppry to create alt6aste! and hence ao 6ense of
u!ge.cy. A 3* anrual lncreas. in lioductron 1s equlvate.t to a
doub l in9  o f  oL ipur  €wery  2 )  years ,  The onry  oa lo ,  con .ern6  dre

rumln9 ou t  and !h€  e f f . . r  on  c l lhare  or  th€  5o .
.a l red  g .eenhous€ e f fec t .  Th€se conce.ns  appea.  to  take  a t teo t ion
a,ay fron the rider problen ol which they are synptonatic;

-  l tas te  i s  accmura t ing  and rand f i t r  s i t€s  a re  iu . i .q  ou t :
- vJate! use 1s elpaDding beyond the .apacity 6f 6treah6 ard dag
t o  6 u p p r y  i t .  r o  t h .  p o . n r  o f  t e r n j n a t r n g  r r v e ,
r lo r  and deat royrDo ,e r  tandE.  rhere  dre  progrdMes ro  ,educ€ use
throrgh  € t f i c renc ies ,  e tc  bu t  we i lo  no t  Eer rou6ry  con6 ide i
cu t t inq  Dac\  on  rn .  nurb€ !  as  a  so t i r t ron .  Typrcdr jy

oppos i te  d ras t i .  s tep  o f  bu i td tng  a  foss i l  fuer  pow€led
desar ina t ton  pr rn t ,

-ae  or  expor r  (  i€  as  bus tneas  venues j  ue  do  no f
con3liler th€ long tern conBequences of tts u€e:

-  l ros t  o f  the  lo r l i t rs  resources  a le  berng.onsumed by  6bout  one,
f i f th  o f  1 t6  inhab l tan ts  l i v lng  in  the  we6ter !  i rdu3t r la t i se i t

peoPte genela11y hawe a torer

pushe.l tnto ursurtabre Mlginar 1and3 lncrudi,s natlonar pa,ts
and .6tu!e reserwes whe.e tb€ thpact is devastatlng. a€ other

as china and rndia asprre to Hesteh 6tand6rds an
consupt ron  and producr ron  by  €one s . !  r jEeB presenr

l e v p l 6  i s  p r e d r . r e d .  r h r s  L s  d t r e a d y  a p p d , e n r  r n  r h e  )  / t  p e r
in petrol consMption ln chlna anit the raroe

nunb€!  o f  nuc lear  porc r  p tan ts

The pr ln . ip re  o f  conpa 'c r rwe advanLage appr red  Lo  tand usF and
p loducr jon  and i ,dde ln  !a !  ru rer ra ls  and ranufacrured  good€
resurt€ ln the deverop.€nt ot honocurtules and low paid rork

Lo,  cosr  t rdnBpor r  b .aed on  the  .oss i t  fuer6
f d c i l l t a t . s  t h e  u t b a n r s a ! i o n  o f  r h e  u o - 1 d  s  p o p u t a t i o a s  a r d  i n e
growth of citiee to revers ,h1ch are dependant oD food and
nat€r ia r6  t ranspor ted  ow€!  g rea t  d is tances .



A 5 CONSEOSEICES lND EFFECTS: TgE SOCIAL EWIRONI'I€NT

- Even though in telns of €nvilomental sustainabiltty the iorlal
1. ovelpopulated, iany popuration€ ale continuing to grow lapidly
and th€re are fe, plan3 to culb the grorth
poorest countries. It is argued that inproved gtanalards of rlving
, i l l  l ead  to  louer  fa f t t l y
pra t t tng  to  inc rease the i r  popu la t lons  (Merbouhe by  one nr l r ion
by 2030) anat Goverments that this is 'e.essary fo.
€co .on ic  s ror th ,  ob lec t ions  are  ra lBed to
project8 such as erterdi.g th€ life of a coar flled porer

g i  v e n  t o  n d i n t d r n r n g  e . o n o n r c
developEert inctudiDg enployhent, co6t, b.1ng6 forth
the nantra ile canrot affold not to'�i,

- Most people lead llves rhlch nainry of lrbanisatlon
f ro6  the  phys ica l  The le6ur t  l s ,  a6  one

a l thor  pu t  l t ,  knoe ledg€^ .

-  The propor t ion  o f  the  po l td 's  popu la t ion  l l v ing  ln  u rban
cond i t lon6  (cu fen t ly  50* )  i s  con t i ru ing  to  l i se .

is by systers dep€ndant upon fos3il fuer energy.
oDly a snalr ploportlon of traver ln nost cltie6 i6 by the nole
e l l i c ien t  pub l i c  t lanspo l t  (Me lbourne about  9* ,  sydney  about  3 t ) .

- Thele ale selioud trade lnbalaDces between Datlona, Trade
r iberar ia6 t lo .  por lc les  ru !  cou t r te r  to  e f fo l ts  to  p lo tec t  hone
l!du.t!y, eoploynent, and envlioments. Tnet

exploitation, the developnent of noncultural
econorles based on lntertationar t.ad€ at the

expenEe of nore diwer.e anal hore envilomentarly suEtainabre
form6 0l rand use ielated to locat Deeds.

- Au6tralia's imiglation p.ogrme ls focxsB€d or econohlc
deveropnent  {6k i r rs )  ins tead o f  g loba}  lehab i l i ta t joD.

- Ilany people (as distinct fron Goverments and colporations) do
not f€el secure pre6ent and lutu.e prospects. Tho6e
livlng in wa! toln aod envilomentally ravaged aleas .uffe! frofr
a  geve ie  reer i tg  o f  lnsecur i ty .
ach ieve  6ec ! . r ty  i6  d ls t .ac t lng
secu l i t y  lesu l t ing  f lon  ach lev lng

on n l r i ta ry  neans  o f  ach levrng  secu i i t t  resur ts  ln
a tremendous denand fot rdterials, divelting r€sou.ces fron

rnpiovenent and nakinq Buatainabirity 6ore
d i f f i cu l t  to  ach iev€ .

-  wht re  per  cdp i ta .ons@pt16n tn  the  vJes t
thele ls Hidespreatl poverty in the iteveroplng korrit. Effolts to
ar rev ia te  lowe. ty  Iocus  or  debt  re l ie f ,  non- ta rqe ted  a id  a .d
incolPolattng poverty strtcrren
systets, €coromic growth in developtng countlie6 is 6upported on

the nece66ity to owercore powerty and achieve
greater equity. It r5 alguear reasonabry deny the
poor colntiies tbe right to grow ecolonically whe! that is and
has been the salient goal ot th€ devetoped *or1d, ewen tbough



gror th  i r  bo th  Bpheres  * i l t  inc r€a6e the  burden on  the  €a ! th '6
suppor t  sys tds  to  in to le lab le  reverB.

- The Labo! nowenent (tlaate utrioDa and rabou. orlented Doritical
p s r t i e s r  s h . ' e  t h e . a n e  b a s i .  p h i l o s o p h r e 6
deveropnent ard support for narket coepetitlon a6 busire€s
rnteledts a.d bu6lness-orlerted goverments. they do not olpo6e
p r a c r i c e s , h i . h d r e e n v r r o M p n r c t l y ' n s r a n c e . u f r r n g
d o h  d t  o t d  g r o r r h  r o ' e s t s r  a n d  d . .  l a ' g e ! y  r n e f ! e . r  t v e  r n
opposlDg re6tructurrng and otfsborlng aleveropne.la a1m€d at
reducing proatuctior co6ts and inc.€asing the scal6 of ploduct1o..

fo !  a  su€ta inab le  soc te ty  o r  fo r  vo t ing  on  id iv iduat  neasures .
In  the  run  up  to  e rec t ions  par t ied  pubt ic ise  the i r  p la t fo rn .  b l t
rn  then the  €nv i loment ,  i s  por t rayed in  a  na l row 6ens€ 6s  be inq
'hear th  ,  , the  econofy ,  ,  ieducat ion i ,  e tc .  The ha lo r  Do l i t i .a l
pd ' t ie6  focus  on  rhe  p€r rod  up  ro  the  ner r
erection. E cept for the ninorlty cree.s {rho nay or nay not

reforns necessary for a steady state 6oclety) th€
m€lDers of the public have to ercept through
ind iv ia tua l  ac t ion6 and .hang ing  the i r  p€rsonar  r r teGty les  (eg

- The enviloMentar nov6nent ts lalge1y singre issue
or ien ted  ard  iea . t iwe.  I t  3pend6 mo6t  o f  i t€  t ine  dear rng  r t th
the sFptohs of our unBustdinabte way of rife eldeawourrng to
nittgate and niniDise the effects of this by tackrino each effe.t
a . p a ' a t e L y ,  t h e r c  l 6  c r i t l c l € n  o t  r h e  o v e : d l r  a d v e r 6 ;  e r r e c r s  o f
our ray of ltfe and nonito.ing of the ilegradation but, appearing
to b€ trapped in a ttne Ha!p, 1t i5 &oving to enbrace the
tackr ing  o f  car .e6  a t  the  pa .e  o f  an  a l r ing
ts  be lng  pu t  io to  deve lop tng  a  p rac t ica l  v161on fo r  a  6 teady
state soclety dnd synoptic rong tern stlateglc sorutiors in the
fr4euolk of a dhore of higtory and a uhole of *orrd wiew. Tbe
novsent appeare to b. Ecomtoltable thlnkrnq about rdea6 for

rhlch dlffer fundanentally fr@ the existing
varue 6ysten. Tbe AcF, fo. iDstance, ha6 decided to

expanil its role a. well aa sv6Dton6 but ls
s l m i l a r l y  s l o w  r o  r a k e  t h r n s s  r : s , c a  y  " s  r h e y
ate and adjust around the eitges appears to be the prevalrlng

is exple.€ed tbat tf ee ,ork ror radical .otutlonB
pubr ic  suppor t  (see  chr is to f f  2005J_ Tne a t t idude

lnvorwes a  n ix  o f  the  th .ee  , i t s ,  -  d lsconror t ,  d is t lac t ion  (eg
r i th  g lngre  issues)  a rd  (by  sone)  i ten ia l  tha t  the  p lob le t r  i s  tha t
b lg .  The focus  on  . i .g re  i ssues  (eg  sa te ! ,  to !es t3 ,  e tc )  by  the

probably helprng to extend our
un3uBtalnabte say of life by reinforclng the illu.ion. plonoteal
by bual.ess ard govelment, that it .an be nanaged tn this way
(ie by attending to syEpton6 and nal<ilg adju6ttrents here a.d
tbere), There ls often itivigton betreen rhose ,ho
favou i  corpron l .e  b€cause o l  ,por i t i ca l  rea t l t ies i

do .ot. The comproniee wiewpotnt often undeinl^es
thos€ rho farour a nore ideal remerty. There
t'.oarlening ol th€ Ecope of envi.o@entalish rith sociar justtce
b€ing tncludeal. on the othe! siile of the coin thele ls a ororlnq

a r q m e n !  ! h a t  t o  a . h r e w e  s u s r d i n d b r r  ' t y  w e



{111 need to ext€nd resource applopliatlon to tncrude parts of
the  enwi rodent  p rev ious ly  p ro tec ted  (gc laprng  the  ba . re1) .  The
opposlte point of wiee which i6 arao beginninq to be e:pressed is
that these past anrl present tn conservatlon can be
the spiingboa.d fo! th€ nove to a steady

-  xed ia  d is .ourse  focuses  on  cur ren t  event^ ,  8 rnq1e 1s6ue6 (eq
*a ter  shor tages ,  c l iea te  change,  te l lo l l s t  ac ts ,  e tc )  and sno i t

the  e f rec td  way o f  l i fe ,
including techDo-f1x€s, reduced use, and recycrlng anal fall6 to
provrde a rois and options for change iD our

oveipopuratton, habitat <testructio!, close I1wi.g aDd laptd
transportatlon hawe incieaaed tbe ri6ks of pandenlcs,



PATfi{AY TO A STEADY

INIRODUC1 ' ON

e* .ep t ions  the .e  16  no t  a  ro t  o f
fron an ecdnonic glosth obsesseal

soc le ty  r i v i rg  on  ra tu rar  cap i ta l  to  a  E teady  s ta te  sdcre ty
livirg as part of the ongoirg ploce36es of n6tu!e. lbe hain

He. ian  Daty  and an  es6ent ia l  t€x r  i s  h is
The steady state Econony: Toflarats a Poljtical Econont or
Biaphysical Equitibriw and Morat ctortb. This was oriqinarry
p J b l i s h e d  r n  r 9 7 r  b L r  . a r e '  r e w r s 6 d  a n d  e l p a n d c d  r s e e  D a j y  t 9 ? r ' .
In  an  ear r ie !  e la  acF spon6ore i t  a  lec tu re  v ls l t  to  r le rbouoe by

Mo6t .omentato!6 agree that -6 a steady state
rtthout a furdaneDtar change of values, Because of
and entrenched nature of th€

soc le ty  rhe  cnErse  HI I I  env i romenr ; l  rpv ; lu t  io . .

Th€ starting pornt for lefo.n 1s one *hich is atready rely
d i f f i cur t i  o !  popu la t lons  r i v inq  in  a  degraded dor rd  whoBe r i fe
supPolt systeftB are undergoing contlnuing dete!loratl
of past and plesent excessea the situatton sllt g€t 'or6e b.fo!€
the  nove6 to rards  a  s teady  s ta te  begtn  to  take  e f fec t -  t f  i t  i6
a l loHed to  cont in le  unchecked l t  e l l t  be  nore  d l f f i cu l t  to

{E be t ! .en  s '  ronq nedsu 'es  noH in  an  ever
g .owrng c r ls is  fu tu le  €mergency  ac t ion  in  the
co.text of futule catastroph€. Eetrce the sooner 'e start the

start we frust Noll becauBe there ts piobably a point of no ietuin
of consuption outstrtppitrg far a6 being able to
nake an o.d€rly a ste6dy stare ls concerned and it
i s  very  c ro6e.  t t l€  nus t  beg in  r i th  a  v lg ion ,  a  se t  o f  goa ls  anr l
ag.een€nt on the tangtble step. ro be taken.

Since a chanqe of walues is rhe ket, tho6e eho ale proviatilg
leadersh ip  neet l  to  do  t ro  th ings  s inu l taneousry :  1 )  6hoy  the

.a tu le  o f  the  d f  r i fe  uh ich  !€
depeldant on endresa approp.lation of the earth 6 .esources ald
pracea la t th  in  ou !  rechn lca l  rngenu i ty  ro  deat  { i th  any
con6equence; and 2) show the advantages fo! alt llfe fo!n6 of the

r€rationship eith the envl.oment which
wourd  appry  in  a  s tea i l y  s ta te  6oc ie ty ,

central to the change of walues is a nove aray lron serf intere5t
to*ards a diff€lent with the whoLe
Leopold 6u!e1y had sorething like thls 1n

a .otuunity to vhich de Ite)obg, Ne tuy
treqlt to us. it uith towe and feapect.

B I OuR VALU€S, BELIEFS iND GOALS

lbile the charge i. walues x!I! neeal to be cdnprehenGive and
un l ted  by  a  s ing le  maln  ph i rodophy (€ lv i romentar isn)  r t  i3  no t
go inE to  happen ower . iqh t  and in  the  t rans i t ion  tbe  fo l lo r ing
ar€  sone o f  the  na id  e l4ents  fo !  ac t lon :



- Ou. comittneDt to inter aDd intra-gen€rationar ethlcs 1s
atrengtheneat. llle rncreaBlngry accept that thls rirl requile a
na lo r  red ig t r ibu t ion  o f  rea l th  and a  reduc t ion  in  oa te l ia r  l i v ing
s tandardo fo r  those who are  cu l ren t ly  rbe t t€ r  o f f r .

an outlook shlch 6ees Ilfe a6 havirg pulpos€
and neaning floE activlties beyond hatellal growtb and *ealth
accmuratlon. It lnworvea the qre6t for a no.e creatlve {ay of
r i fe /  one prov i t l ing
incr€a6irqly r€jected. lre becone ho!€ ca.efur when re buy
sorethlng. cooperatron reprace6 conpetltton as a prlhary thehe of
in t€ lac t ing  (see P inzone 2005) .

- the un<totng of past harn to the enwirodent i6 seen aa wery
inpoltant. As Ar Gore (1992) put it res.,e ot the ebelrotuent i.
nade t1r. dertral otgottg principle tot ctwilisatio'.

- EnwiloueDtal €ducatlon ircleasingly conwin€es peopre that the
enwiroment i6 a6 alr encobpa66lng and bioad a6
a sepa la te .ec to i  o f  our  e r lB tence,  I t  lnc rude6 a1r  aEpecta  o f
our  soc ia l  be i .g .  {e  no t  o l l y  l i ve  i .  the  land bu t  see  our6erveE

- lre strengthen the thlnki.q shich accepts subje.tiwe walues as

s 2 sou ouR coals aRE acHrEvEp (trArylIgu&!]a$ !a
TRAXSITION )

Es6ent ia r ry  a  new se t  o f  po l tc ies  and ln5 t l tu t ion6 w l l l  be  needed
to  lep lace  thoge rh ich  fac : I i ta te  tbe  cur len t  ssus ta inabre  say
of  l i fe  by  .ncou lag ing  g .owth  tn  resoq.ce  e* l ro l ta t lon ,
p loduc t lon  an i t  consupt ion .  They  r i t l  be .once lned r i tb  phaBing
out oarlret conpetitio! and with brinqing excessiwe globar trade
to a. end. The ner in6titutldns wlrr be geaierl torarals
progre6srvery  ach iev lng  g lea ter  equ i ty ,  s tab i r i t y ,
6 !s ta inab i r i t y ,  les to ra t ton / lecons t ruc t ion  a .d  e .v i .o@entar
education. The forro*inq aie nece66art tran6ltional

- The novenent towarars pirvate antl corporate ownerEhip of
reso0rce6 and rabou! is reversed in favou! of
peop le  l th lough the i r  gowe.Ments ) .

-  Ea t Iy  a t ten t lon  is  pcrd  to  the  phcs ing  ou t  o r  ro re lqn

-  6o i1s .  {6 te r ,  Io res ts ,  3panp6,  coas t l lnes ,  and o ther  c ! i t i ca r
as  Pub l ic  asgets .

p ro f l tab t r l t y  lep laced as  the  neans fo r
alet.rnlnrng resource and laDd use by sustainability and
erwirouentar care c.iteria by the people thlough
their gowermeot6. Power ts taken fron the stock market a.d given
tlack to the people.

- rhe  boundar ie6  ad ju6 ted  to



e.wirouentarly su6tainabre; done iD a luber of raYE
inc lud ing  th lough ne lg inq  and por i t i car  un lons .

-  the  € ize  o f  na jo r  u rban c6ncent ra t lonB
throuqh Pranninq

- Globat irstitutions aie glven greater respe.t and ch€nge their
emphasia to to achieve 6ustairable gowernance,

o f  pose!  po l i t l cs ,  red i6 t r ibu t io r  o f  vea l th  and
d laarn4ent .  Moves to  d tasa im,  * r th  tn te rna t lona l l y  a rb i t la ted
ta .ge t6 ,  inc rude the  e l in iua t ion  o f  luc lear  wea lon6.

- self sufficiency for eacn ecolegion is a.c€pt.d a€ a bett€r
plinclp1e lor achlevtn9 6lstainability than traale

rehabilitatlon ald reconstructlon
ef fo l t  cond l t lona l  f inanc ia l  and food 61d is  used to  herp  ach tewe
susta lnab l l t y .  focus6 lng  ln l t ia l ry  on  the  ar€a6 Fos t  a t  r iEk  o f

a1e,  Cot ley  (2004)  d is .usses
fund i .g 'esou.ce  con6erva t lon-  In te rna t lona l ry , tbe  p loqra@€
opera tes  on  the  ba6 ls  o l :  r )  la len t l f l l ng  the  c r l t i ca !  a reas  and
needs;  2 )  the . leve lopnent  o f  s t la teg les  and ac t ion  p lan6;  an i l  3 )
the  narsha l r ing  o f  the  fo rceg to r  inp lenent6 t ton .  I t  1 .  based on
lroglames nutually acc€ptable to donor., ie.lplentB anal the
spec ia l i s t  bod ies  tak lng  pa i t  rn  d ia9no3r6 ,  a rb i t ra t ion ,  and

Ar  Gore  in  h16 Eat th  in  Ba lance (1992)  Bro te  o f  th is
fo r  a  'G loba l  la rEhar l  Pran '  .

- A decentrarl6ed nurti tiered systen of governance 13 ilevelopear
wlth buitt in allang.nelts to en6ure rong tein thiDkl.g and
ateciEion naxing, The crippllng infruence ,hlch buEtness hts ove.

renoved, covelment increaainqrt sees lts lole a!
be lng  to  tn te rac t  wr th  the  pubr i .  ln  d lscuss ing  ways  o f
tncreastng understanding of the envl.om€lt and way6 of rlvlng
6u3tamably. Political parties are encou.aged to outdo one
anothe! wlth regatd to Bolport fo! .uch prografues ed for
partner€hip atangenents between th€ different tlers of
gov€lment and between gowerments and peoPle ard abandod the1.
rep lesenta t io !  o f  par t tcurar  sec to16 o f  the  comul i t y  ( 'o rker3 ,
b la ines .  and ru ra l ) .

-  The comon in te .e6 ts  o l  the  d i f fe len t  pa l ts  o f  the
and Eoc la r  lu . t l c€  they  !€coqn i6e  the l r
hutual lnterest in rearllng the nove to a steady state societti
antt savlng hman6 and other parta of tbe erviroMent fron tbe

des t .oy  i t .

- Groups 6nd together as one and dev€lop plan5 for
.oopera t ion  rh lcn  he tp  to  bu i ld  up  por i t i car  s i r r .

to  rea l rs€  tha t
not in beirg tl€d to the expoitatiw€ €ntrepre^eurs
but in 6 nove toraids a 6teady state society inworvtng self
6u f f l c ien t  comunl t le6

- Rules are put in prace to en6uie the lenoval of bia6 fron the



B 3 CoNSEOU€NCES AND EFFECTS: EXERGY

The na in .eed u i l l  be  to  as  rap i t l l y  as  posBibre
use and reprace foss i l  fue ls  w i th

benign reneRable enelgy.ources (re on€s rhlch ito not have any
ef fec ts ) ,  Th ts  w i l l  need to

g toba l  con ter t  have ls ,  fhere  w i l l
be a prace in 6uch stiategle6 for a transttion to renewables by
,ay  o f  less  danag i rg  types  o f  fo3s i r  fue16,  inc lud ing  e lpor t6  o f

rodq as  th is  i6  par t  o f  a  de l rbe la te  t rans i t lon
stlategY anal cutting of dependalce oD trade.

owelall ele.gy u6e and change6 rn types of enerqy
, i t l  have malo i  rd i f i ca t ton6 ro r  popu la t ions  (612€ aDat
distribution) and nuet be pranned aa a whore with a6bitious but
ach tevabre  ta rge ts .  ?h€ ba in  fea tu !€€  o f  the  t rans i t ion  are
expe. ted  to  be :  a )  a  cubs tan t ia l  cu t  back  in  ov€ra1r  energy  use ;
b) the dewelopment of clean eDergy technologles
neets  the  .eeds  o f  Ena l l€ r .  d ispersed popura t lons  to  the  po ln t

€teady state enviroMent, there wtll be total
.eneuable resources (ie drawtng on the on golng

piocesges ot nature) {lthout awoidable elwilou€ltal distulbance;

ene.gy sourc€s will need to be rapidry phased out
becau.e  o f :  a )  the  way they  he tp  @in ta i !  u lsus ta inab le  econon ic
q r o * f h  b l  r e ' ' d n c e  w t t c f  a r e  r r n  t e ;  c n d  c )  t h e
por ru t ion  they  regard  to  the  gr€enhou6e e f fec t ,  as  a
gu ide ,  the .e  r i l l  ne€d to  be  ar  in i t la t  ta .ge t  o f  reduc lng  ca lbon

not hore than twice p!e-
indus t . la l  leve13:

is ndt beteeen one
erwilomentarry danaglng ba6e load po{€i source
( los6 i1  fue l  ruc lear  f i sa ion  o !  fus lon)  bu t  be t reen any  one o f
the6e and saving the pr.net by reducing por€! use overall, Tbe
ouclear fi.ston option ts ar6o dnacceptable because of the ray
i t :  a )  he lps  to  ha in ta ln  u rsus ta lnabre  e .onoh lc  g rowth ;  b )  re11e5
on the  f ln l te  u ran iM,  c )  has  rad ia t ton  and waste
d isposa l  p rob lehs ,  and d)  haB dangers  d l th  regar r l  to  nucrear
teapons. llo6t of these problens would also appty to rucleat

a 4 COXSEoUENCES !{D EFFECTST OTfiER ASPECTS OF TFE PHYSICAT

I. genelal there change ln tbe
rera t ionsh ip  h 'mn.  have wt th  the t r  env i roMent .  A  sh i f t  i3
needed flon capita| dewetoped ower
Dj l l ion€  o f  years  ro  u6a o f  rne  on  qo lng  p 'ocessas  o ,
na ture .  (  ' the  na tu la r  i r te res t  ) ,  Such an  app lo€ch,  w l t l  hawe to
take account of the needs 6f the oth€i liwi.s inhabitant6 6r the
p la .e t ,  inc tud ing  the : r  recovery  f roh  nank ind  s  pas t
aleprealatton6-
inc lud ing  the  deve lophent  o f  a  cur tu le  o f  reu6e.  For  lns tance,
bu i rd i .g  na te . ia ls  a .e  .€used o !  recyc led  as  c i t ies  decr ine  tn
6 ize ,  sone th i rg6  to  ,o rk  fo r  ras te ;  g rea ter
du lab i l i t y  o f  p loa luc ts ;  and o f  ca tcb^ents ,  habr ta ts
ad so i l s  (a  long process) ,



B 4 CONSEoUEXCES lXp EFFEC,T$:..'THE SOCIAL ENVIRONUEN?

In  the  long te rn  the  deve lopnent  o f  ne !  rns t t tu t idns ,  por ic ies ,
ra{s and governance noites eill have trehenalous conaequences Io.
lnd iv i i tua ls ,  fan i l ies ,  ,here  peopre  1 iwe,  how they  nake ther r
r i v lng ,  e tc .  The fo l low ing  t€  a  fa r  f r .n .onprehe ls iwe r i s t  o f
some of the changes ,htch are likely to occur in a gladual ,ay
over seweral gelerations agreeneat of the gleat
na jo . i t y  o t  the  peopre .

our erhlcal atanttards Hill improve with the abandoment of the
hab i t  o f  accept inq  no .ar ry  .ep .ehens ib le  so1ut lon6 such as  t rade-
o f f6  wh ich  invorve  sacr t f l c ing  6ne aspec t  o f  the  env l loment  fo r

ol the belief that it invorves les6 itdag€.
P.oposars  to  be  res is te< l  { i11  inc rude conpron lse6 {h l .h  enabre
c t t ies  to  9 ror  beyond sugta inabr r l t y  !€D das  a le

supply eve! tbough th6e
lakes ,  e tc  o f  l ipar lan  f lo rs ,  desat lna t ion  p tan ts
ustng fo6sir fuel sourceal energy ale propoded, 6. the! shippirg
channerg are d€epened at the etpenae of na.lne llfe.

-  Equ i ty  becon€s a  na lo r  con3rdera t ion ,
i t  (eg  ra t io . i lg  o f  food,

D i6pa l i t ies  in  ac .ess  to  Berw ices  su€h
, i r l  be  progr€ss iwe ly  renoved,

with ne0 h€ans introduced
carbon en i6s ion6.  e tc ) .

oppo. tun i t ies  in  env i romenta l  repa l r  and
edu.a t ion  w i r l  expand,

qro , th  r i l l  be  har ted  (8ee Dary  1973 and the  ch inese

Pubri. tlanspo.t an.l an
the  propor t ron  o f  t r ip6  t6ken by  pub l ic  t .anspor t ,

-  P lann lng  r t r r  a in  to  reduce the  s ize  o f  c i t les  and ie i luce  the
tir€ spent on the lourney to &rk.

be  in t roduc€d to  tncrease ahar ino  o f  ro .k -  i f
n a . c s s d ' y  b y  s e t t r n g  l r n t t s  o n  t h .  l . n q r n  o l  ' , n ;  * d r k e d  , e q
French 35  hour  week reqrs la t io ! ) ,

be i.t.oduced to phase out p.lvat€ omersnl! of
rana l  (eg  AcT raw b6nn iog  f reeho la l ) ,

o f  sus ta inab i l i t y  a rd  oe l l  b€ tng  , i r1  rep lace

- The aleveropment 6f idport replacen€nt prograMes Hill be
fos tered  ( !n r t1a1ry  us tng  ta r t f f6  dnd sus id i€s)  so  tha t  loca l
ne€d6 a.€ as tar as possrble net froh locar supprie6 (reiltrcinq
tran6port costs and securing employnent)

-  Mt r i ta ry  bas€d so lu t ions  to  se .ur l t y  ,1 r r  be  repraced by
securtty and the lesources

reateployed into enviromentat iehabirltation proqr6mes and
soc la r  ad jus tne . ts  to  fos te r  sus tarnab le  r l v lns ,



-  s teps  l i r l  be  taken,  i f  ne .e6sa.y  by  reguta t lon ,  to
ln the nedia steatly state comentato.s are given a6 nuch
tihe/space as pro-qrouth econonl. rattonarist comentato.s anat
tha t  the  d iscourse  con6 iders  ends  as  re t l  as  neans.

- It will be accelted that the enviromebt nowene.t has a
cr i t i ca l  leader6htp  ro re  to  p lay  i .  the  nove to  a  s teddy  s ta te

ndven€nt  fo r  i t6  par t ,  i f  r t  can  be  ac t iva ted ,
hope that re have for i.itiating the hove to a steady

s ta te  env i roMent .  l t  ' i I I  need to  accept  tha t  e f fec ts  o r len tea l
*o .k  i s  use fu1  , l th  e f fo r t  on  behar f  o f  a
6 teady  6 ta te  soc ie ty .  I t  e i r r  ude!€ ta f ,d  rha t  every  66c ia r  change

had a  s f ta l l  beg lnn tng .  I t ,  and  i t s  cons t l tuent
bod ies  r l ke  th€  ACF.  accept  be  the  n ids ives
(ca tarys ts )  o f  a  ra rser  nowenent  {Eee rasx  Force  2025 repo. ts ,
1996-97) .  th€  nowenent  accept6  t6  danqe ious ,
tha t  the  task  requ l re6  bord .ess  (a  w i l l l nqness  to  ta te  . i6ks) ,

fa i th  i r  t t s  ab l l t t y  to  bu i la l  a t l iancee and
6uc.eed. fhe accept the alanqei6 inworved rhr1st
a t tehpt ing  to  n in ih ise  the  r i6ks .  I t  a lso  acceptB tha t  i t  { i r l
i n i t ia l ry  need to  endu le  r1d1. t re  an i t  accuEat ions  o f  ex t renr6n

anit endure rorse ,hen those uho benefit host
f.on the curr.nt unsuFtatnable ray of life feet that their

5e ! iousry  th rea ten€d,  The s i tua t ion
t rea ted  l i ke  a  war  w i th  ba t t les  on  na . t  f ro l ts .  Th€ noverer t  u i l l

a  .ear ld t i c  u t rders tandtng  o f  a l r  the  obs tacres ,
inc rud lng  r l ke ty  a t t i tudes  bo th  * r th i .  and Dt thout ,  such ag
cohPtacenc t ,  fa lse  hope.  g reed,  p ro long co t r fo r t ,
redr  o f  a  1066 or  r rv rng .  aparhy .  sensc  o t
porer ress iesE ( ' the  probren i6  too  b iq ' ,  , fa i tu re  l s

ne .ded to r  ave .yonc  o t  these
attitudes. Above all the noweneot neeils a atrategy
pran to 'in tbi6 war, The forrowing are sooe of the ne.essary

such a  p lan :

-  a  pub l i c i t y  .anpatgn  (h ich  s t resses :  a )  the  cur len t  ra te
des ladat lon  ( there  i6  a r leady  a  c .1 . i5 ) j

b )  fo .eca6t6  depre t ron ;  c )  the  t .a .s i t io .  nay
(a6  codnbs {1972)  pu t  i t )  bu t  l t  l s  so lng  to
go wh€ther re can e6cape total destruction.

Making the change graitually i3 better than living in a
.a taa t roph ic  s t tua t ioD, 'su61re63
rear is t rc  op t ion ;  d )  reduc ing /n in in i6 ins  adwe.s€  e f rec ts
lE .ot e.ough. atthough an inportart part of the nove to
a steady 6tate so.iety, whether achieweit through

cho ice  or  iegura t ion ,  these ac t io .s  i .
thenselves cannot change the destructlve
eJ nakrtg the chans€ is not lrst a matter for expe.ts,
peopre  nus t  se lze  back  the i !  fu tu res ;  f )  above ar r  the
polnt mu6t be nade that the steatry 6tate
bet te r  quar i ty  o f  l i fe  and is  ach levab le  { the  sood neks) ;
q )  That  n i l i ta r i sE i5  a  p rod ! . t  o f  ou .  expans ion ig t  {ay  o f
rtfe and is a p6rt of trte plobren and that only tlle steady
stat€ so.lety rtrr prowide real security. T])e cdpalgn
s l r r  need to  appea l  to  peop le 's  sense o f  comur i ty  and
charlty and inspire tlre thought that this i6 the mrssion



As recomended by charleE Birch an Auswatch
(conpa.e r'blrrl latch) to monltor the nowe to a steady
s ta te  soc ie ty ,  conp lehe. t ing  Sta te  o f  the
ABS reportlng;

nakes  6ure  tha t  i t  uader . tands  i t s  oppos i t ion
and ther .  a igments  and pub l ic ises  aDsBers ;

- The dewelopnent of education programes ,hlch buitd on the
the  laa t  and whtch ,  fo r

na t iona l  parks
rar ry lng  g iounds .  l / ]e  a rgue tha t  thes€ p laces ,  uh ich  be tong
to  a l l  the  peop le ,  our  capac i ty
we s ta r t  l ron  the6e Earks ,

-  I t  i s  accepted  tha t  a  g rea t  .on t r ibu t ions ,
actions ald app.oaches are need€d rn the hovenent for both

the .e  i s  a  lo le  fo r  a1 t
ln . rud1ng the  t tn id  and tho€€ no t  imed ia te ty  conv lnced o t
the .eed for major sociar change ( syhptoh-ori eDted Horlr

inc reas inq ly  be  .once.ned
a lso  r i th  par t l curar  face ts  o f  ach iewing  the  6 teady  s ta te

-  The p lan  w i r l  need to  inc lud€ nea.u .eg  fo r  a lea l ing  { i th
deveropeil to

cu l ren t  unsus ta i lab le  way o f  1 i fe .  Most
be erther repla.ed oi undergo a rdle chanqe.

Ear ry  ac t ion  are  r i r<e ly  to  rove
agat rs t  the  s teady  s ta te  be fore  i t  begrna to
win fa6s slppoit, lsing ew€ry trick in tbe book anit

w1 l r  p ray  a  read ing  io re  in  the  in te rna t iona l  nowe to
a  s teady  s ta te  soc ie ty ,  d isengag inq  i t se t f  f ron  the  coar l t ion  o f

en force  gror ta r  cap i ta l l sn  a f te r  recoqn is rng  tha t  in
the rong run
p.opping up of an usxstainable .ysten and the hole of tuture
n1 l1 ta ry  p ro tec t ion  be inq  prdv ided by  a !  a l l iaDce w i tn  the  usa-



C. OT'TLTNC XODEL FOR A STEADY SfATE SOCTSTY

us to ihagine rhat a ateady
wou ld  b€  r i te  i f  se  th lnh  o f  the  na in  fea tu les

unsus ta lnabre  scoc ie ty ,  i t s  va lues  and in
pa l t t .u la i  the  ray  i t  .e la te3  to  the  €nwi roment ,  rn  every

ray the steady state arternatiwe wirl be it6

The new soc ie ty  i s  p roroundty  r l l f le ren t  to  indus t l ia t  and 60
ca l red  po6t  indus t l ra l  soc le t les .  l re  w i l t  recoqn ise  rn  i t  m.ny  o f
t h e  f p a r  u ' e s  s o c j e r i e s .  p a r ; r c u j 6 r r y , h o s e
re la ted  to  comuni ty  a ld  env i roment .  r t  i s  equ i tab le ,  c rear rve ,
coo le ra t i ve ,  p rurocra t ic ,  a .d  env i romentar ry  sus ta inabre_ t t  1s
a stabre but Tbe dynmlc pro.esses of .atule

th is  inc rudes  co 'd i t rons  are  such tha t
c rea t iv i t y  f lour ishes .  a6  Johr  s tuar t  144a,  when he
envisaged what such a societt would be like: thefe *autd be as
ntch faon tot iaprovitq the aft ol Ltvlnq
ltketihodd ot it. beitg lnpfowed, dhen ntnds ceased to be
e'gfasBe.t t)y the art af getttnq oh. \Pfj'ciples of polttlcal

BELIEFS AND GOALS

long lost varues hawe b€€n r€covered. They aie traseit o! th€
very  h lqh  pr io l i t y  we g lve  to  en joy i .g  a  ha lnonroue ie la t lonsh lp

which freana slth each other, with other
riwing things dyreic physicar €nvlioment. vt€ no
ronqer  use  na tu la t .ap l ta r  o r  6 tock
! rodu. t6 . !ch  as  the  mater ia ls  fo r  lood ,  sbe l te r  aDd t rawe l  f ron
n6tu.ar plocesses whicn ntnlnises distu.bance and
lecogDise6 the dep€ndancies and rinkages in natural eco3ystefts

o f  t ra tu ra l  change in  c l tna te ,  €ar th
movenents ,  € .os io r ,  l i v ing  th inq6,  e tc .

-  The te rh  the  ar r  asp€c ts  o f  hsan
sociar and econonrc of rlre. ltre have Dtues for
conponentF of the enviroM€nt and for enwircmentar dlfference.

- oui spilitual with the other .onponents of the
is .os wely rnportant in eweryores 1ive3, The

egocentrrc/anthiopocentrlc approacb
h is to ry .  I t  has  been repracea l  by  a  ecocent r i c /b to .en
There  i6  a  ieve .ence to !  t i fe  and a  reer ing  o f  k insb ip  w i th  the

as  { i th  o ther  peop le ,  ou !  ance. to r6  and fu tu re
genelatrons. earth a6 sonething we belong to and
t .ea t  i t  as  we wourd  our  own fanr r t .

as  hav i rg  par t i cu la r ly  c rose  l inks  w i th  the
praces whe.e we live but ,idei reqion
anil to the }elfare of the shore pranet.

fl€ galn our betng flon the contribution
incrud ing  our  .omun i t ies  aDd f lon  c iea t ive

The .oncepts of p.ogress in telms of



nateri6l advancenent, and th€ gailiDg of poser hav€ rong 6ince
been abanitoneit. People ale a.cepted for 'ho they are atrd it i5
recogn ise f l  tha t  th is  inc rudes  a  vas t  range o f  d l f fe rence.  $e  ta*e
preasur€  aDd sa t ig fac t lon  f roh  .o t l lg  bow o ther6  read

and this includes helptng those affect€d by
tn f i rn i t ies

C2 HOr) OUR GOALS ARE ACHIEVED (MAIN-INSTITUTIONS FOR DECISION
AKTNG ETC SEE ALSO C3 5)

- lh€ forrof,lng are sode key principres whi.h are used for
dec l6 i6n  t rak ing ,  por lcy  s€ t t ing ,  e tc :  1 )  equ l ty  in  ac .ess  to

guara l t€ed;  2 )  sDstahab i r i t y  i s  i . tegra t  to  a r r
ac t ions ;  : l )  o l r  re ra t io lsb ip  w i th  the  enwi rome. t  !6  ben ign ;  4 )

resources and consuptior is based on neeal6 anal
sus ta inab i l i t y  no t  *an ts ;  5 )  conpet i t ion  has  been

iepraced by cooperatidn, and 5) decisron naking and poricy
se t t lng  are  oper  and fu r ry  par t i c ipa tory  p loce6ses .

The ativi€ion of units for gowertu€lt is
The system involves a range of gowernance
ln6titutions fron rocar througb .€giona!, national super reqidns
(grouptngs  o l  .a t ions)  to  g robar .  They  malag€ 1a !d  and re6ources

re6pect ive  areas  tn  an  in teg .a ted  fash io r .  c i t i z .ns
wote  no t  ju6 t  on  the  serec t lon  o f  represent lves  to  a6senbr ies  bu t
on  iod iv iduar  por lcy  p ioposa ls  and dec is lons .  o ther  p ro jec tE and

d iscussed a t  p€op l€s ,  fo rus .

-  The le  a re  no  s tan i t i .g  a i l i ta ry  o r  por tce  rd rces .  r l l1 i ta ry
seculity was by the achievenent of envlromentar
secrrtty followi!g the introaructto. of enwirou€Dta11y conscious
r iv ing  (e r ldnat ion  o f  i !€quat t ty  and co f tpe t i t lon) ,  rn  o the !
words ,  rea l  secur l ty ,

- rhe accepted cdncept of stanalard of riwing r€fre.ts societat
pretty much as enwisage<l by Bob Brorn at a. AcF
1933 (see nev i r re  1990) :  I t  ,ears  the  t reedon o !

educatton, the Iteedoh to be healthy, the freedon td be able to
aEptfe to etp.!1en.e ce. of othe. people atd tbis
ptaaet whtle you exist be.e, ahd to .trlwe tor ttte bettertunt ot
the platet for the tutute. In other wor.ta,.. a statdarat at tiving
tb tetn6 at tulftl1rent happiress thlaugh knovrng w
are pafticiPati'g in an onqolng fantaatjc h@ar atd Lit. preeerce

there  is  ro  p r iva te  omersh ip  o f  land ,  water ,  a i r6pace or  hMan
nod i f l ca t io .s  such as  bu i ld ings  have a  ro le  i t

nanaqenent through the crose relationahip they
en loy  , i th  Par t i cu la !  a !ea6.

C:,, CONSEQUENCES AND EFFECIS: E}IERGI

-  Socre ty  de . iwes  a l l  i t s  energy  f ron  na turar  r rows (sun,  , ind ,
r iwer  f loe ,  t ldes ,  wawe6,  a l i t  ther f ta l ,  e tc )  tn  a  nanner  *h ic t r
cau6e6 nininu lnterference p.oc€ss€s and
ot r le r  r l v i ig  th ings-



C4 CONSEOI,'ENCES AND EFFECTS: OTHER ASPECTS OF T4E.CFYSICAI,

!:1 coNsEouENcEs ANp _EliEq_tiQ: -1H!

-  ua ter  ( r i ver ine ,  narhe)  16  nanaged to  €nsure  tha t
other parta of the envlroment (natu.al p'oc€sees

inc tud ing  o the !  l i v tng  th ing6)  a le  4o t  adwe.se l r  a l fec tea l  by
huan ac t iw i t ies  such as  water  s to raqe and

- the adwe!€e huan imp6cts of pa6t hman the cuttinq
rand ilegraalatlon, the danage to -tldlife

popu la t ions  and ecosys t@s,  the  por ru t ion
be ing  progress iwery  res to red .

- Populatiors are in balance
re6ource6 sustalnarly avarlable in the place. where
( ie  i i th  car ly ing  capac i ty ) .  Locar  d iver€e .  Eacb
comunl ty  16  to  a  ra rge  ex ten t  .e r f -su f f l . ten t  l i th  t rade be ing
l t r i ted  to  tbe  n in tnw necessary  r i th i r  reg io 's -  Pdpura t ton
por ic ies  a re  se t  by  gowe.ment  p .ocesses  {see c2  above) .

bas is  o f  a . t ing  on  a  sense o t  respors ib i l i t y
towarit€ coMunity walues and goals. are sinpre. The
incentiwes for errd.t tn enproynent of eell being

from enqagenent ,rth the envrloMeDt i. the fierds of
p r6du. t i6n ,  re la l ! ,  and c lea t iv i t y  o f  a I l  h ind6 incrua l ing  the
ar ts ,  sPor t i  e tc ,  xork  i s

and !€crea t ton  has  ra rgerY
d lsappeared,  There  i5  cha l le .ge  ln  c .ea t iv i t y  and

€xprora t ion .  Traver  rs  no t lva ted  la rqe ly  by  the
urge to aliscover and rearn about th. eDwiroment. Most peopre

wark tng  or .yc r lnq  a l l s tance o f  ehere  they  worL  and

SOCIIL ENVIRONMENT,

-  E d u c c t ' o n  ' s  o r 9 a n i s a d  b y  r h e . o m u n i t y .  i s  r ! e e
prinarlry at lncreasing persoDal and erwiroMental

-  Se t t lene . ts
reve l  op t ina t  fo !  th€  p .ov is ton  o t  5erv ice6.



gELscrED- BrsLorcR^Pfl .o& !ur!!B ls No! tlrNr P^r!n




